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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to build up hermeneutics circle through a cross-sectional study
on Mengzi Literary thoughts and western literary theories so as to apply a methodical hermeneutics
on Wang Anshi ’s poems written in the retirement period ( 1074-1076) .

The first part of this research is an in-depth comparision on both the Mengzi Literary thoughts
and western literary theories. The author note four main elements of the work of art, as proposed by
M.H. Abrams, that commonly exist in western works of art, has its footing in Mengzi Literary thoughts.
While Mengzi Literary thoughts focus mainly on the the relationships between “Writers” and “World”
(with particular emphasis on the historical context); western literary theories dwells deeper into the
relationship between “Writers” and “Readers”. It is noted that Mengzi Literary thoughts are silient
on “Reader”’s interepretation on “Works” as well as the delination of “World”; on the contrary,
western literary theories emphasize how “Writers” portray the objective correlatices of the “Works”,
together with the delination of he “World” and its relationship with “Writers”.  With the attempt to
take the best of both worlds, this research, through connecting the four elements hence cross-
application of Mengzi Literary thoughts and western literary theories, complete the interepretation
mechanism. The interepretation mechanism can be summarized as follows-

(i) To sort out records from different historical works and have a clear understanding of the
historical background to develop a “fore-structures” of the hermeneutics;

(ii) To do a word frequency search with the support of “Nvivo” to find out the objective
correlatives and main theme of poets;

(iii) To understand the emotions of poetry as well as his writing motions;

(iv) corroborating the content of poems with the “fore-structures” and result of content

analysis.

In the second part of this research, methodical hermeneutics are applied on Wang Anshi ’s

poems, through which the following findings are concluded-

v



In the aspect of theory construction,we find that the use of word frequency search and content
analysis can achieve an objective understanding of the literary work.

Besides the four elements, the works and experience predecessors also play an important role
in the creation of literary works, though its importance can be downplayed by different factors.

In the aspect of messages conveyed by poemes,it can be ascertained that the reasons of Wang
Anshi’s 2" retirement from his position as prime minister are indeed complex.

Contrary to common understanding, his homesickness plays a rather insignant role in his
retirement. Instead, his hostile relationship with the “villain fellow officials” is the long standing
underlined factor, and the tragic loss of his son is the trigger point of his retirement in that anxious
stage of his life.

Furthermore, with the application of psychological methodology, we arrive at a preliminary
finding that Wang Anshi was suffering from cognitive dissonance, rendering the inconsistences in his
thoughts (to bring positive change to his corrupted society) and action (to retire). He tried to deal
with cognitive dissonance by using poems as his emotion outlet. Also, Buddhism played a

prominent role in reshaping Wang Anshi’s cognition.
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%) wE

Boo T RN E o AN P AT 2 F T AR ER  LEE L
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23 ERERREE SR AR R N A
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G AEEL ey BHELA BB EF- L AR Fato B F Bk
FRPEE B AR ok o A BEBAL A L TR LURALS o b
o RRREFTATE S rRp R Ko HEkE o

FEEADCPES IR TARM TR, 2 Ehi T SRR DAL TR T OR
TEES) RS T (e TRV LRRIIDARDAL - EREEAE > RTELEE T3 1
BOHERE TR MRS T MhOER  c EER T E TP EREE HEEE TR
PR % ILRRERECZ SRS & o SRIEATS 2 T B 0-F5 ) DURCR TRy L 75
DL TR | Ry B DU 2 B B - B0 RSB iR ROR AR a2
B BSARTERN TEE 2B ZRHFERR  RTELEIDAT  fHHS A TEILTER
B AR T AREARRE - MEZ RTZ TEE B T HOHEEIRRRATHEILZ

B TR A R (s DR A LR SRR R IS -
- B PERPEAT E 0 SE 50 L FAEFE (subjective factors) » ¥

at

IoAL g BT TR ke A eh R Qe A p R A R IR a0 F AR H R
F 4 P ART @ dhor £ BLE 4P (objective truth) > 25 B A4S - ¢ Z/{F o= L0 B
REEE R Y 4 LAY e
LEAE "B - CZmIANIR ) BSRETE 2 T BT TR ) Wl [
el —CZEERFEEZE - HIVEMER "H > BIEEIEM (objective truth) -
FERRy > WS ZTEHARE - BEE - THEME U TR ¥ TR BERS - A
o TR BUE ) MR T T AT AN o BEARAIL - RS ES FE RE
Z R BETE TR YL IR EE G DR S E AR Ny E R
i E B2 BEE o » ok T30 K TR it EEIEA (objective truth) o

YRR - RE CRTEEE) (CCRHENESEETR) &5 Sy EERAERAE > 20071 8£) &+— &'
’7 °

PR - RE  (EREE) (D EBEIEE > 1932) BH = H 3l

’ “investigator not aim at discovering objective truth * at trying to overcome his personal bias and prejudices * but > on
the contrary * make use of a scientific work to indulge in them.

Prusek > J.  “Basic Problems of the History of Modern Chinese Literature and C. T. Hsia » a History of Modern Chinese
Fiction®*)” Toung Pao > Volume 49 > Issue 1.(Jan > 1962) > pp.357.
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FoE D TRSMb) R BRIRE

HEBIELS > DL TR R R RV S R AR SO B SR A BRI T AT
et HEBE 5 AGES S BRI SR HIE E—EHr e - LR REE
SCEEINT AR - el THrAE ) R R E SR R AN Sl &g i
FLSER AER » FT0% "B, B TERC, ZFEIATRRR -

R Z IR T AR TR L SR E A E P B L R b TR
SHREETE PR WA BILE S H AR - RIS B E AN BRI S
AL BREFERGE 0k - Al - EEFREURG AR - 1R R (EE T R EiE
5127 2 SCR M R W05 [ SERHEE S » ERTETEAY TR

FEICEAETSE John Crowe Ransom B4 {EHICE Criticism - Inc 5 - SO VRS
SEARLEE (more scientific)  ~ fEHE (precise) &L (systematic) « * EFHEHDFEE -
TESh ~ (ER RO AR B T Z R SR . TR - TRy TS R T
SRS AT R B S T B 5 H T8 | 2 BRI ASE FIE 2 RIEISCEE S il & Rla
B Rk TEES ) X EIMER TR TR ARE TS -

* Brett Elizabeth Blake > Robert William Blake. Literacy and Learning: A Reference Handbook, US > CA: ABC-CLIO »
2002. Pp. 140,
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E— LS MR EZIEEIEE BIENENE - LS - T A A Gettas ) RBRIEEEEEER - @A
TR SAEE AT, (visible) HYTTE b MEEHEEE ZRIRREEILE " LUENGE ) &y T &
PERUE | o EER Ry TRV —(EE SRS CERE AR W E KM -

SEEIERE AL (M.H. Abrams ) 71 (SELRE ) g R B F m U R EUE - 1%
R L EFEE R R B BAT AR LT B PO USRS » 15 H PO [ T AT SCER A
TP R » & rh el SCER Fin (BFESFEIEA) FrBAAI I ET TR - A1 © 38 (readers)
i (works) ~ fEZ¢ (writers) FI57H (world) o $&3HE S A AR MR K B R A R FEER (B ERIG B
e

el U A AR BANT S RANI A AFAUE R LT AR RET R
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SRIVEBE R » U & TN 2 TAOR ) Z A B AR AR A - o —

U 2% FREE (PR HCGHEABIIRAEIMRE) (B1b 0 FEHIAR » 2016 42) > H 27 ¢
¥ BIRE TR SCERAIEEIZ TR T TU(ERSE, © SR AT HPEER » (FRERWTE B FEE - (FRAES
i SH=PEE - (il Rasts - R ERE  SH0UPEE: - S T IS, - PR F AR BRI

YOS (BREERTGER) (B0 - BEEETHARE > 2011 FE) - H 413
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AEmrhrs o SRS - T EE ) R T ERE ) (Individual) - 41 SRR
5 UEE B TN E ) 2 HEAN =TT RNV BAEEES (BB G « BIHE COLEERE)
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FopRde o BF UpE o
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oy BET T B TR WRAG - WEHGER R T R A
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Y OEE - SIE  COUEERE) (0 - BB EH 0 1933 ) (JFEE—)  H -

* HELE-

O T SEKNS RN o MEREIUS » TURE\E - (2% B - RAE (B %) (=)
T ERZGRTIESHE) (AER - PESF  19758F) F—H -
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2 A (B )4 o AT () Hitdem it Aol B2 i o @ 4 RS 230 %
oo Dafenydma 4 Faoo
(B Zatsn) & "IN > 352 BIRE T TE JSEIE A B TEEA 0 EER
Kz TNt Tpfe s (L) B Ry TEE ) 2R - SIRER T EEDIEES 0 BEE T AL
W BB TECC 0 T ANETERL ) (Invisible) B9 T3 ) #E8(ERL T S2E ) (Literary ) » fHEFHR
Ay T8 SRR - mifLBER > (5) B " 2R 1iaME - Ut
i TR R T IDL DB RE T EESC o HIEETHER - e (B2 1E (B ) K
e TR ) IR T B DA o BEAN BRSNS T T AL EE T
o BPEEAE (B ) ARG > RS 2 T E o BRI iR L 2l Y
TTERTH T REEZY)  2ERE O TE ) B TFE ) WEEAZ LAAHEE -
S — 7 > FAES R T B8 T 58 B T O HURA (R o h A R Bl B
REMFE "B T 2R B EREFMERZL o SRR 25 B S
ghgted - iy (Art) FEHIYRIEHER E58 (complete) EZR (Nature) “REESERAYE -
eI (Imitate) EIZAAVERR " TARERTEFZHERETS EHE e R » Jofs
et T2 FERTEREY T HAR ) (Nature) SFE " HZARYEEY) ; (Nature’s products ) » & fERA (]
H A T AT Rys@hfE 5 (Nature’s productive activity ) " o {EJZ > i £y T 2RV AETT R EL
BfE, 7 (R R A 52 E (Alexander Gottlieb Baumgarten ) &4z " &F , & " BURIHY
FI | (sensitive representations ) TiAEH4f " FE | (sensual) FYRJE - MESTAIEIE EEE
T E RS (world) HYMBRE - % T EUEE ) (Feelings) JEA THE | (reality) Z Al
—{EEES (whole) « ¥ Ry » B3RP )T EAR P BANEINE 2 B AP &Y - TR

YRy F - RE - EEHMEE  F - FLEER (B (b dEE AR 0 1999 F) 0 H 323 ¢

“ “ generally art partly completes what nature cannot bring to a finish » and partly imitates her.”

Aristotle > Hardie » R.P.> & Gaye > R. K. (n.d). Physics. Raleigh > N.C.: Generic NL Freebook Publisher.Book I

pp28.

" Aristotle does not mean that art “mimics” nature: art does not imitate nature’ s products—that would be quite

impossible-++[I]t could not possibly make an oak tree or beget a man. Rather, art does imitate nature’ s productive activities. It

must be remembered that “nature” for Aristotle is a way of acting, and what art imitates is that way---Art does better, more

successfully, just what nature does or tries to do; it brings that which is possible in materials to a realization, and thus
“completes nature.”

John Herman Randall,Jr. Aristotle. New York,US: Columbia University Press, 1962,pp 275-276.

* Foundations of poetry and the fine arts are "sensitive (sensitivae ) representations,” which are not simply "sensual”
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R —(ERS - BFE (world) {FEZESIBIMG  IMEBRERT T Bz o @i 85 28811EL
EFin - b e R o g R s o T T B T S Al ) SO AR A E A AT
TYBEIRE (A » AR RS R S - (EEIEE AR T TRCL s PRI ST - (R RITER)
TEE RS TR - HEERE - AEmTYE - (R ARRGIMERY T B HETTRI(E -

P ERERREE 2 A FEE - DR EHERE . TEAR L BIE T BRI
JEELIEERAAFTER R " REZR > e TR FUETTHYRIAE (existing system of thing ) - EIFE
FrA NS - SREZY) ~ FRIRAZY) » BLER ARy T R A 2 @ ) A0 — -

(sensuales ), but are connected with feeling (and therefore are pertinent both to the faculty of knowledge and to that of will).
He must add feeling to reality, and thereby he imitates nature in the process of creating a world or a whole. This whole 1s
unified by the artist through a coherent "theme," which is the focus of the representation.

Henry W. Sullivan. Calderén in the German Lands and the Low Countries: His Reception and Influence, 1654-1950.
UK:Cambridge University Press, 2009. Pp. 211-222.
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F=6 TEGREZ THEE

EBISCER R 223 (Hippolyte Adolphe Taine » 1828-1893 ) £ (BE{SCE2 L) FRfEH -
THEE IR R TP RESR IR | © o iR IR R
EAVHEAE E Rt B R CER 2 FEEL - RO s TEEey TR
%7 | (expectation horizon ) EREFZEAMFIE— B SCRAFAATREZARE - W12 - A HR—
B SRRty O BRSNS BRI M MR Sy B H(E - BRI EEDE - BUCER VISR R —bF » 585
SCENIE—REE AN T EY) o —F TR AENELKEETE T TER ) —ERENEE
5 Ml HECERE 2 ~ FE ~ Y TOHb ) B T 3% TIPERVRHIEBLEE - It
TR Z Fi ARy AVE
AP SRR TSR T DUBEE ) SN > EhaRTJel T, RER ", 1R
B RS T R TR - PR TS R AR E N E O A
FEL ) WREEESCAPSIREEZ R - FE L & T IEE ) s REr "3l 0
BAPE SRR s T T HIRHEEY  AMIE R o SRR Ry T BIRHEE N TEESR ¢
- FIER AR WAL L ek - Rl RIS AR A Y
BEB R EPEORET - BATHFER EO R o B FARD BT R
RBOL AP EERBMETRI T L TR R 2 Fanjedp L2 F2 HiFR
g g o
POTEEMR IR, B TIVERFEEENWRE ) MIEEEH N imlE
I - BAA  RTFTERMY TSR ) BPTEREY THARE ) AEEE > ERMsE SR
s Y 0 EE SR E AV A T BRATE 0 DL TR TR 1Y TR O
REE T EE) ) AEHEENER - EESUEARDER - HERA - HENS - sESErEE

© FHI{E” History of English Literature” FHER7%8 @ “It is then chiefly by the study of literatures that one may construct a
moral history » and advance toward the knowledge of psychological laws > from which events spring.”  BHAfEHf5H T B
AB R RS RS o

7% H.A Taine ” History of English Literature” US > New York: William L. Allison company » 1895. Pp 26.
YOESERE - GRtkETRURE T EE ) - CTEEERIER) > 2012 55 3 H > H 176 - JTE&k & TTE LI RIE Rt -
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MEEFRT R oS — OB AR o MELOERRE RIS T 9i@) |, IR EHSEmNEBC
BEfHE - EEWEt s 55 ) AR OBERTE R TR ENE R RS - IEEE
Pt bl TEE 2R ) slehE TOHATEE o B T AIRHRES | -
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SEVUST  DAs TEmtit ) B2 T RT&SRE

s AR ZZEAR (Hans-Georg Gadamer) H5H > N ZFTLIRESEE AR —R S E
CEITR R AE—TE T 22 R (empty horizon ) 2R o "l HaE B E fleE SRS HEE A —TE T
EHEEIY A | (intentionally predelineated in respect of content ) ~ 7 —{[# B & YR & 5 = |
( predelineated potentialities ) 1 " FEL#H:& EAYFTHES | (horizon of references ) * » i HEEA
BIE " Audhtes ) e - EEA - Al T Em L BT IR ) SR AGEEN TR DURER
BRI T EARE RS ) WS - (B Y b Bl T EIRHEEY  B02 T R VL
Mg —EHFETRVIA - EE0E - TR GRTT  FREEES - ESRE R EE RN
TYMERRSR | o {ERES BT AR SCERA R AR - B B AT R S S AR S B Y
"SR -

T P S L e SR AR - BO S SR s S an (R N 5 - 1
BRSO REA TSP TS TR AR ) AVEUE o AMER Y (IUBEEEE)
HHEmiE TR ~ BT (BRTMET) FEHE L EBEI MG - MBRE R
TE (M2 niieE) 8k - MRS SO 20t 28R - SRR e R a% | -
1> AV A R 2GS R 5 [ DL SE B8 AR (R m e Sl 2 A S MR YV 58 - BIABE T L

PR TEPRERE ) ISREER - EFE  SHERIEFORGE - EEES A TS 1R
TEREMEDUR B 38 h T A 2 SO BB M - 7 skAh - S AKBEHEEE TR 2 B (HEA
BT ELEE O S B R R S B 13505

TRBGEEAE (FERFESLHTE) TR « F Skh Ry sh 2 SHERAHRE - SRR BEermg » Al

SR 2 AE - " EERR BEHR ZEEREEN M AR E S - B - FRE 5

z%

* “These horizons are not just empty possibilities * but rather are  ‘intentionally predelineated in respect of content’

thatis » they are ‘predelineated potentialities’ . There isa  ‘horizon of references’  to built in to the experience itself-++”
£ ¢ Andrzej Wiercinsk. ” Gadamer's Hermeneutics and the Art of Conversation” Germany » Munster: LIT Verlag
Miinster » 2011. Pp 86.

46 n J:

TR (TR RS VAR ) - (CUERETRR) 0 2011 AEES 2 HH 0 31-34 o WSEE ¢ BREIT A Sl
?% ZZ/\@-

U REGE - (RERERIRSTE) (R FESCHRREL 0 1999 ) 0 H 4647 -
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BT o AYLEENERE T EE G SRR Z Sokl - iR E S (FERE—gH P A e SLEERC#E )
AR/ N LFESCE - IS N2 ERERE  BoRER R — [ ain B EAAM

( objective truth ) FY455E o
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FUE  DUFEREERE

AR SR 2 T2 0y R U5 B
F—PEE: ¢ EAAAE SRR ~ b~ 1gE R (DUER R )
FPEEL ¢ ETEHOANT > BT P HYEEIEEY RS Tl (SHREERUARD
FHPEE - BEfER ARVELEREE) (HEEENEESRAER)

FUUPEEL  FEELULER > DESE  (ECENE)
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F—6 B IEE  ERAELEEEEY - UL - HEER

HEE T ERMERIL - BFEFEBEREL - B ACREAEIISCABURT ~ BIFH30E B %S
G TEIE SRS BEE S RSN - sFHRAITEIR G &2 5 R LRE RS - Al
EE A DA FA EREABERES - BETIERAVFFAERE - M FIEIEA KBNS

HEEH 5 Sz A DRIEh E BEABUSTERR » ERBUGIRE AT © IEALL  SFEAVRE S

B RGBS ARy — 3R

IR ESCATS > 378 (world) JRESCRAIEIVEE LR Z — + SEEWER » 1’ world HEEE Ry
EFUNERE - fra T WIERFIFTE R L By T AR ZE S LIRS HIEE - B AFTRFZ
RIRHT - ISR RT3 2 (s - G H AR ~ (IR~ BUBIRIREE - METEE
A8 RAy EAHE TR IS E ARSI TR E T 7 ) ZET - BRAAER
5| SR B ER AR AR A 1] o3 > (EMIRE SR AT AL s ey 5t > DA SR ~ S
{Emn =4 Z MR B ERH %

SRV SR R EM AR EE B L T RARSUEREZE S SEIELAVEREES g4l
PSS NZEfE NZ& - AIRTSR K - BT SRR ARy | R4St ) - SREE RN
HRF (A =] A Y BR R -
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FET FIREE  ETEHON > BRESTEENEY R T

ZHEY) (objective correlative ) JJf 5 & #a7 A KSR T R WHEFFHUEAE “Hamlet

and His Problems.” < FLEUETEZAF (FFim - 5ol - Sfames) > W ALAER ISR HI3RE
MRS LRS- S 2 A RFD - A TERORMEY 5 B o U

FgS A d L G AEA L 2N B - B e
RIER - (EE B CERFm—F—4) » DI—EANEY) - BSEEFEREAM T, -
FE L REEEMFm > FralEsilF o EE —Eh L EEY) -

FHR T B RV EIEEY) ) SFRERSE A L > YRR T B ARSI
et B S A EET ISR ElEE e 2 s s E Y B e
S EBRIE R g o BB EZY) > FERR EEE e 5~ AR (world) HYEH
REETL - RIS TEAEAR R DU "W ) BUREERIIROR - AR BB - St RS E S EE
w2 -

FHAE T UBYE ) WERE TR J5RAZ TR ERIEEZINY T IR
NEEHIHRR - BIREFEVE NS QAR T HROKEE (R RIS Ry ) -
RriR Ay T EAIEY) ) IEAFRREE T —RIEE R - BIRR TEE R ESFE L TE

(COUBEERE - HE) RG5> SEEmES  BRZE > SERMERT

i
g
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“” The only way of expressing emotion in the form of art is by finding an "objective correlative”; in other words, a set of
objects, a situation, a chain of events which shall be the formula of that particular emotion; such that when the external facts,
which must terminate in sensory experience, are given, the emotion is immediately evoked.” Eliot, T.S. "Hamlet and His
Problems." 7he Sacred Wood (1921).
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